'% 9411171 


NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


| Bans: AROUS and Broopy 


MU R D E R 


— — ——ꝗ—ä——ĩ —— ＋ - 


PL H-FF-N, M. D. 


committed by himſelf, on Monday the 
15th Day of October Inſt, Being 
a LETTER from Mr. Rd 
ef! le 
Street, Dublin, to En * Eſq; 
at the Hague. | 


Printed in the Year 1748. 


pkEAR SIR, Dublin, OA. 18, 1748. 


Eing ſenſible that, notwithſtanding your 
unhappy Ablence from this City, 
(where I, among many others of your 


determined to give you immediate Notice of a 


very heavy and affecting Stroke, we have ſuf- 


tered in the Loſs of our worthy Friend Dr. 
— f—n. As this is a matter of the laſt 


Moment to us, I will give you the molt cir- 


cumſtantial Account I am able of that melan- 


choly Evem; and which I am the better enabled 


to do: Firſt, as I attended him myſelf in his 
laſt Illneſs, and ſecondly from my Intimacy 
with Father Connor O Shaghneſſy, his ſpiritual 


Director, who kindly aſſuted me in the follow- 


ing Narrative. 


On Monday the 17 th Inſtant, 1 Was buſy in | 


preparing ſome Medicines for the Poor gratis, (as 


uſual,) in fitting up a new Shelf, near four Feet 
long, the whole extent of my Ware-houſe, and 
reviſing and correfting a Scene or two of“ Sam- 
ſou Agoniſtes; when I was ſent for to the Aſſiſ- 
tance of this unfortunate Gentleman, by his Fe- 


male Relation, who has for ſome time managed 
his Affairs : T immediately dreſt myſelf, and 

When I cameto his Lodging, which (as being a 
little aſthmatic) he chuſes to have four Story 


high, 
* A Tragedy of Milton's altered and amended by the Au- © 4 


thor of the S:c&-Man's Ibgazine. 


Friends, greatly regret your Loſs) you 
cannot but have a real ioncern in every thing 
that touches the Welfare of our Community; I. 


(3) 

high, I overheard the Voices of two or three 

ol our Town Doctors, whom the Ignorance of 

3 a Servant Maid had called together on the firſt 
Alarm; I found they were in Conſultation on 
my Friend, and heard one of them repeat the 

Words, little, impudent, cheating Raſcal, from 
whence I readily concluded they had heard of 
my being ſent for, and were then talking of 
me. I thereupon burſt open the Door, and 
found our unhappy Friend ſitting on the Cloſe- 
Stool, wich a frantic, diſtreſsful Aſpect; his Re- 
lation mentioned above, held one Hand, which 
to keep warm ſhe put under her Cloaths, (for 
there was no other Fire in the Chamber ) and Mr. 
G—1—d his Printer held the other. As ſoon as 

he ſaw me, he broke out in this Manner, Be- 
© hold the Man who can reſtore Health! the 14. 

_ © polls, the Poet and Phyſician equally! whoſe 
* matehleſs Verſe and Medicines have Power 
* alike to compole the Senſes to a State of 
© ſweet Tranquillity. O never let it be ſaid 

that Profily could conquer ſuch a Genius; ler 
© the Inditements, the Gooſe, and the Church 
* Wardens, be forgotten! So far I perceived him 
rational; but caſting a furious Eye (and you 
know, Sir, our Friend had always ſomething ve- 
ry violent in his Looks, from whence at School 
he was dignified with the Apellation of Gal- 
lows Paul) caſting, I ſay, a furious Look on the 
Phyſicians, he cried out, Avaunt, ye Curs! 

3 *© ye vile Blood-ſuckers, is all your joint Skill 

© equal to the thouſandth Part of what my 

1 *©* Friend here promiſes to do? Away, I ſay. 

Upon this he aroſe from the Cloſe ſtool, drew 
his Hand from the Lady's cheriſhing Situation, 
and rubbed ir acrots the Quaker Doctors Mouth, 
obliging the reſt to retire with Precipitation. 

He now grew delirious, raved 2;7inſt cur com 
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mon Enemy Lucas, repeated the Words blind, 
lame, &c. with unuſual Vehemence, and ſwore 
that Mill Cuſbion the Fool was a greater Genius 
for the Stage than Sheridan, and that Alder- 
man C-—4e was more a Hero than Fpaminon- 
dus, or the Biſhop of Marſeilles. *© I lee (ſays 
© he) the Ticker triumphing over the Dunces 
© his Enemies! that great Soul, who fat 
© three whole Hours, ro confront any that 
dare oppoſe him, in Lucas's Coffee-Houſe! 
© Medals ſhall be ſtruck, Statues erected, and 
© Signs hung up in honour of his name, who 
bleſt the World with Reflections on the Struc- 
M ture and Paſſions of Man; that name ſhall 
© Children liſp before they can ſpeak ; that 


name ſhall - here he pauſed, and of a 
| ſudden obſerving Mr. G—— 4's Eyes to be 
ſomewhat red, as they uſually are from a gal- 
ling humour that affects them, he ran to the 
 Cloſe-ſtoo!, ſnatched up a 7ickler. with which 
he had juſt before cleaned his backſide, and 
applied it with the natural Salve to the poor 
Printers Eyes. On my interpoſing he caught 
my Arm, Stop my Friend, faid he, this Paper 
has more virtue in it, than all the Inventions 
of your great Patron, my honoured friend Dr. 
* Fohn Taylor, Occuliſt ro his Majeſty, Fellow 
of ſeveral Colleges of Phyſicians, &c. &c. &c. 
It's firſt intent was to open the Eyes of a 


the univerſal Voice of all thoſe they eſteemed 
falſely Men of taſte and penetration) that 

the Manager is the worſt of bad Players; 
char his Attempts to reſtore Decency and Re- 
gularity to the Stage are Impudence and In- 
ſolence; that his great expence to entertain 
the Town with {mall profit is Knavery and 
Impoſition; that Lucas is a Fool, a Madman, 
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_ deluded People, to ſhew them (contrary ro 


* #, 
© a Rogue; that his love of Truth and Liber- 
© ry is all affected, and that there are no truly 
© loyal Subjects to the King, but ſuch as are 
b of the Roman Catholic Faich. All the while 
he ſpoke this, he kept the Paper cloſe to Mr. 
* G——&4s Face, who ſuffered this outrage with 


Z the greateſt Patience, and when it was remov- 
cad, wiped off what remained of the fetid Mat- 


ter, with the Lady's Apron, and then prudently 
retired. By this time his Spirits began to fink, 
and I had an opportunity of enquiting into the 
nature of his Caſe, when I was informed that 


the D——-r having laſt Week received a very 


conſiderable Sum, to the amount of a Guinca 
and upwards, from his great Patron, Sir S——/ 
C ke, as alſo a Kilderkin of ſmall Beer, (of 
his own making) and three Buſhels of Coals, 
for the Winter Seaſon now approaching; having 
I hay, received this great and unexpected ſup- 


1 ply, ( proportionable to the opulence, ſpirit and 
3 bounty, of that wonderful great Man) laſt Friday 


morning; and by the Canons of his Order (for 
there lives not a ſtricter Son of our holy Mo- 
ther Church) being denied the priviledge of 
eating meat, he beſpoke a very large quantity 
of Ca/cannon, a Viand he was always remark- 
3 ably fond of, and thereof eat ſo immoderately 


that he had loſt his Senſes from that time for- 


ward. Repletion was a diſorder T knew he was 
not wont to be ſubjet to; but as ic might af - 
3 fect a ſlight Venercal Infection, for which the 
week before I had preſcribed him a clean Woman, 
I thought proper to order him ſome of my great 
Antipleonaſtic Electuary, which would increaſe 


his motions to Stool, as was very neceſſary, 


having been for the laſt Fortnight fo coſtive, that 

it was obſervable he ſqueezed out with great 
difficulty only ſome %, dirty Stuff, which 
— — — —j4 


(6) 
| plainly evinced he was not right at the Bottom 
4 He grew upon this a little compoſed and ralk- 
ed very rationally; enquiring of the News, 
whether the laſt promiſed Indulgencies were 
come over, what the learned World ſaid of his 
metaphyſical Work, and if the Huckſter- wo- 
man had ſent in her Bill for Oatmeal and But- 
ter- milk the laſt Quarter: Being ſatis fied in 
theſe Points, and ſome Precautions he had giv- 
en in Relation to ſome troubleſome Creditors, 
particularly Scrog- noſe-Moll, who mends Stock- 
ings at the Corner, and had repaired his, nge 
began to be thoughtful, and deſired Father o 
Shag hneſſy to be ſent for, which was immedi - 
ately done: As ſoon as the good Man arrived, 
thinking (I ſuppoſe) that he was not in immi- 
nent Danger, he endeavoured to divert him 2 
from any thoughts of Heaven, and propoſed +: 
taking a Pot of Ale ; at the ſame time obſery- J 
ing (in the high Roſcommon dialect) that the 
Ladies delightful Confabulation would greatly ex- 
alt their Felicity. But my Friend, intreating 
him to think of ſomething more ferious, began 
to make the following Confeſſion : © I am firſt to 
beg Pardon of Heaven for my manifold Diſſi- 
mulations, having for ſome time paſs'd for a 
Phyſician, whereas I am in fact a Prieſt, in 
holy Orders like yourſelf: This fraud I fear 
has tended greatly to the prejudice both of 
the Souls and Bodies of many honeſt People. 
Next I implore forgiveneſs from Mr. Sheridan, 
and Confeſs that my only motive for abuſing 
him as I have done, was his rejecting a vile” 
performance of mine, and refuſing to make 
me free of the Houſe as a Writer, a Character 
I have always aſſerted with the utmoſt Impu- 
dence and |'ctulance ; and I further ſincerely 
Repent my having ſo often detracted from his 
merit, 
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171 
merit, contrary to my own Conſcience, even 
while I had one. My next Article is, to ac- 
knowledge and beg Pardon for, having ſcan- 
dalouſly aſperſed Mr. Lucas s Character, fre- 
quently without Rhime, but always without 
Reaſon : his being a violent Proteſtant I hope 
will entitle me to Abſolution on this account; 
and my Poverty, which was beſt relieved by 
ſo popular a Subject, as alſo it's being neceſ- 
ſary for me to pay my Court to ſome fourteen 
head of Aldermen, muſt be my excuſe elſe- 
where. 'Tis alſo with the greateſt concern I 


WW. acknowledge my having debaſed the Writings 


of ſome of our beſt Engliſh Authors, to my 
vile purpoſes, by forced Parodies, falſe Con- 
ſtructions, and unfair Quotations : a Crime 
worſe than if J had paſted them up in Bog- 
houſes, Cobler's Stalls, common Brothels, or 
Sub. Sheriffs Offices. Laſtly I am to own and 
entreat forgiveneſs from the Public for being 


>. fo long a nuiſance db thhm; for mx impgrri- 


nence and vanity in declaring myſelf Author 
of a Book, to which I prefixed new Title pages 


to make it paſs for a ſecond Edition, and re- 


ferred in one of my Tickler's to it for an ac- 
count of my Principles, thereby at the ſame 

time owning myſelf Author of that Paper, for 
which I every Day deſerved a kicking, tho 


© by the great mercy of Heaven I hitherto have 


come off untouch d: but if Trecover, I promiſe 


never to Publiſh another, leſt T incurr condign 


Puniſhment, being now too well known (tho 


* tin contemprible enough)to eſcape anylonger. 


While he ſpoke thus, I was out of the way, 
upon my neceſſary avocations ; but when J re- 
turned I found my Patient much worſe, and was 
informed by Father O Shaghneſſy of what J have 
faichfully related above; as alſo that juſt as 
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here and among che greatefi Judges of 1 

in England and France. 
I ſhall from Time to Time give you fürrher 
Accounts of any thing that happens here worth 
your Knowledge, and particularly what Pro- 
greſs the Alderman's (which you know is our) 
Party make againſt their day . and 
Lucas; who tho not of a Side, are cqually | 
| hated, and for good Reaſons by us, 


remain, Dear $i ir, 
var r afſ ured Friend, 


2—— 
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